M I N U T E S
 June 6, 2023 Meeting
Hot Spring County Democratic Committee
        
The meeting convened on June 6, 2023 at 6:00 pm in the Large Court Room at the courthouse in Malvern, followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
  
Chairman Tom Dillard welcomed everyone, including new member, Mr. Antwan Williams.    

The May minutes were accepted.  

Treasurer Bobbie Hill reported the checking account balance of $8,102.68.  There were no expenses reported, and the balance reflects a $50.00 deposit.   The treasurer’s report was accepted.

Mark McCorkle reported he has continued to push posts pertaining to the LEARNS Act on both Facebook and Reddit.  He said there is a lot of positivity.  Also, he reported plans to set up a camera at future Committee meetings and share them on YouTube.  Tom reported that John Langston has previously set up a website for the HSC Democratic Party.  A group from Pennsylvania now owns the domain, so we will need to consider developing a new website.  Tom asked Tyler and Mark to move forward with developing a website for our committee. Mark will develop as single page description and share at our July meeting.    

Election Commissioner, Nicole Hughes, reported that the Magnet Cove School Board Runoff Election was underway.  She also reported that on June 14th, members of the Hot Spring County 4-H Club will participate in a mock election.  This exercise prepares youth for being a part of the election process.

Steve Grappe is the Chair of the Democratic Rural Caucus.  This Rural Caucus will be instrumental in helping with the CAPES referendum, which requires 54,522 signatures on petitions.  We have until July 31 to get needed signatures. There will be a volunteer training on June 8th.

Tyler Draper will be overseeing the CAPES initiatives for Garland, Clark and Hot Spring counties.  Debbie Martin will be working with Sam Bryant and Danna Carver on this effort.

Tom recognized Megan Hobbs, as she has graduated from the EMERGE Program.  Arkansas has a chapter, and trainees complete 70 hours of continuing education.  Graduates received pins and were pinned by Arkansas women legislators.  The EMERGE program asks their students to fundraise their tuition, which is $750.00. Trainees learned about ethics and fundraising.  Megan also announced her decision to run as a candidate for Mayor in 2025.

Tom said Brickfest is June 23 and 24, and he requested the Committee approves funds to purchase materials to distribute on those days.  There was a motion, and the motion was accepted.

A Republican women’s group stirred up problems around the Saline County Library, challenging libraries.  Requests via the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Tyler Draper requested that our committee show support of the Malvern-HSC Library. 

Clare Graham, Malvern-HSC Librarian said there has been a long-standing process for challenging books.  Political agitation via FOIA requests, etc., are being used to prevent staff from doing their normal work.  She explained the “Miller test” is used to determine whether a book is obscene.

Adjourned.

NEXT MEETING:  6:00 pm, Tuesday,  July 11, 2023 at the Henson Benson Foundation – Frances Hall.
		
			Marion Gibson				Tom Dillard
			Secretary				Chairman
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